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A Message from the President

With 2005 just around the corner, the LPA executive is looking forward to their Planning Day on Sunday 5th December.  This day will focus on generating new initiatives for the LPA to achieve in 2005.  We shall report on the outcomes of this day at a future meeting.  It was great being involved this year in community projects such as the Chivers Hill Green Streets program with the shopkeepers.  I hope you are still using your re-usable shopping bags?

Our next meeting will be a mini Christmas party, so please come along and join us on the 13th December.  Our first   meeting for 2005 will include the Annual General meeting on 14th February  – please put this date in your diary, and come along to see what you can do through the Lugarno Progress Association to help our local community and generate initiatives to improve Lugarno.  If you are willing to be involved, please chat to any of the following current executive committee members, who will be happy to tell you about the LPA and its achievements, and exciting activities: 

President: Rob Clarsen; Vice President: Ian McLuckie; Secretary: Michael Shelley; Treasurer: Peter Grimshaw; Minute Secretary: Kim Steed; Committee Members: Graham Steed, Joan Curtis, Kevin Whitten; 

Trustees: Bryce Turner, Peter Meares, Howard Courtney.

Other committee members for part of this year were Helen Campbell, Graham Gorman, and Keith Robb.  

Many thanks to Patricia Abbott for formatting our newsletter, Hurstville Printers, and Gary Copper for distributing it.

Thanks to all those who help set up our monthly meetings, and a special thankyou to two lovely ladies, Pat Brainwood and Julie Taylor who serve the supper after all our meetings.

This is our last newsletter for 2004.  Being the end of another successful year, we look forward to your support again in 2005.  Remember that the continued success of the Lugarno Progress Association depends on the support of its local residents.  We hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and New Year, and enjoy the Christmas lights.
Rob Clarsen  
( 0412 568236
At the last meeting
Joanne Morris advised Rob that the stairs for the boardwalk are on time and only the handrails remain to be completed.  There are new stairs to be extended to the wetlands.

John Watters of Oatley Flora and Fauna (OFF) presented the current status of the Port Botany expansion project.  He advised that Minister Craig Knowles intervened the commission, which allowed applications to be received from P & O Ports and Patrick Corporation.  The State Government owns the land, and there will be a commission meeting next year in February.  The Port Authority was also represented at the submission meeting.  

It was mentioned that any excavation would disrupt the soil and let built up chemicals, such as Deldrum, leach into the bay.  

There were many submissions from all sorts of bodies against the expansion, and approx 87% opposing it.

The state of the Webbs Dam timber boardwalk was discussed as it is rotting and in bad condition.  The council have it on their list to fix, but currently do not have the funds.  The LPA executive will discuss pursuing this issue for next year.

‘Threads of Time’
Thankyou to our recent past secretary, Helen Campbell, for her gift to the LPA of a marvelous photo and memorabilia album titled ‘Threads of Time’  The album covers the activities of the LPA in the recent years that Helen was an executive committee member.  Helen was our recipient of this year’s Kevin Greene’s Community Awards and she presented this gift to us on the awards night.  If you wish to look at this lovely album, it will be at the LPA meetings or contact Rob Clarsen or Michael Shelley.  

2005 Young Sportsperson of the Year Award

The LPA is proud to be submitting an application to Hurstville Council in this award category.  Our recipient is Scotty Broome, who is a 19-year-old wakeboarder.  Wakeboarding, similar to water skiing, is an up and coming watersport in which the person rides a board behind a motor boat and performs maneouvres and tricks over the waves.  Scott’s achievements in the 7 years he has been in the sport have rated him in the top 10 riders in Australia, and have earned him the title of ‘Mr Consistent’ by his peers.  The winner is presented with an award at an Australia Day Dinner on Thursday 20th January.  Good luck Scotty!

LPA website design
Thank you to those residents who responded to our request for help with our website.  We are currently reviewing these proposals and look forward to working with some local experts in 2005.

Water Pressure
Have you noticed ‘an overall increase in water pressure’?  Sydney Water was working in Lugarno on 23 and 24 November to improve our water supply system.  We would be keen to get some feedback from residents.  

Maple Street lights
Lugarno’s famous Christmas lights are on display from 1st December 2004 to 30th December 2004.  
Hurstville Council has introduced new traffic arrangements to deal with the large crowds.  Maple Street will have a Shared Zone speed limit of 10km/h (to comply with RTA requirements for traffic with pedestrians).  On busy nights, traffic control will be present at the intersection of Forest Road and Belmore Road to turn away vehicles after 9.45pm.
There will be only 2 ice-cream vendors per night permitted, and the Christmas lights are to be turned off by 10:30pm.

This year Peter Olsen will have more than 80,000 lights with more than 30km of wiring.
Hurstville Mayor, Joanne Morris has thanked Lugarno residents for their patience during this period, as the lights bring joy to a lot of people and Peter Olsen’s fundraising for the Make-a-Wish Foundation is a very worthwhile cause aiming to raise $100,000 this year.  

We hope you all enjoy the lights this year. 
Should you have further enquiries, please contact Hurstville Council on 9330 6222, or the Maple Street Hotline no. 0413 837 132.
Neighbourhood Watch

With Christmas upon us we need to be alert, as community buildings, businesses and residences may be vacant for the holiday season.  Recently there have been break-ins at Lugarno Public School, and it would help if surrounding residents and anyone passing the school could be alert and report any suspicious activity during the holiday period.

Emergency 000 (24 hours).  For reporting life threatening, emergency situations or crimes in progress.  

Hurstville Police 9375 8599 (24 hours).  For reporting any suspicious activity or contacting your local police.

Police Assistance Line  131 444 (24 hours).  For reporting crime which does not require immediate police presence, eg. car theft; lost property; burglary.

Crime Stoppers 1800 333 000.  Service which gathers details of criminal activity volunteered by members of the public.  Information can be given anonymously.

Lugarno Evening VIEW Club

Voice, Interest and Education of Women.  Next dinner meeting on Monday 20 December at 7.00pm for 7.30pm, at Roslyn Gardens, 764 Forest Road Peakhurst.  This will be a Christmas Dinner with ‘Sing Australia’ for entertainment.  Come dressed in your Christmas outfits.  New members and guests are welcome.  For details phone the Secretary on 9596 0121.

LPA membership renewal

Being the end of another successful year, we look forward to your support again in 2005.  Remember that the continued success of the Lugarno Progress Association is dependent on the support of local residents.  Membership gives you the right to vote on important issues at our meetings.

We will be happy to see many new members join, and existing members rejoin in 2005.  

Next meeting/s

The next meeting will be held on Monday 13 December at 8.00pm in the Anglican Church Hall.  This will be a Christmas supper evening, Please come along to discuss any issues you have about our suburb.  The following meeting will be on Monday 14 February 2005 at 8.00pm.  This will include the Annual General Meeting.  Please put these dates in your diary.
Everyone is welcome to attend.  You do not have to be a member.  

See you all in 2005!

Next Meeting - Monday 13 December at 8 pm St Stephen’s Church Hall (opposite Allwood Crescent)

Annual General Meeting followed by General Meeting – Monday 14 February 2005.
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LPA 2004 Membership - $10 per family or household

Name:



Address:



Enclosed $10 membership:
(


Or donation:
(
$……………

Cheques should be made payable to Lugarno Progress Association.  Please hand this slip with money in an envelope to Yates Newsagency or Lugarno Hardware.  Receipts will be issued.  Your support is appreciated!
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Richardson & Wrench Real Estate of Mortdale

Contact Peter Bennett on 9570-2777 for all your Lugarno real estate needs

