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A Message from the President

NSW Parliament House Dinner on 31st August in the State Dining Room was attended by approximately 40 LPA members and guests.  We wish to thank our local member Kevin Greene MP for hosting this event.  We made such a disturbance that the Premier, The Hon Bob Carr MP had to officially shake all our hands prior to dinner.  Most political bases were covered as we also met Leader of the Opposition, John Brogden MP, and Leader of the Nationals, Andrew Stoner MP.  Kevin gave us a tour of parts of Parliament House, including his office overlooking the domain where we understand he does some of his most profound thinking.

Those who attended the Green Streets Party at Chivers Hill on 4th September would agree that it was a great day that went very successfully.  Thanks to Hurstville Council, Village Green, the Chivers Hill traders, and all those involved.  More detail below.

The Lions Club Spring Fair on Saturday 18th September turned out to be a sunny day with many helium filled balloons being released to test the weather – we may have a lot of budding meteorologists in the area? We hope that everyone enjoyed this event and supported all our local community services and businesses.  

Many thanks to Helen Campbell who has been our secretary over the past 2 years, and welcome to Michael Shelley who has agreed to fill this position for the remainder of 2004.  Helen has recently moved to a city apartment, but we look forward to seeing her on occasion

Rob Clarsen  
( 0412 568236
At the last meeting
John Watters of Oatley Flora and Fauna gave a short talk about the submission OFF has put in concerning the Port Botany expansion.  OFF are concerned with the massive increase in traffic that would accompany the expansion.  The expansion would treble the containers passing through the port, which is currently hemmed in by the over-populated, traffic choked M5-Airport-Alexandria-Banksmeadow area of Sydney.  Consider also the ecological impact such expansion would have on the already damaged Botany Bay.  Alternate ports that could be explored are Newcastle and Port Kembla.

He also spoke about the airport’s proposed increase in capacity to accommodate 63 million passengers over the next 2 decades.  The airport is looking to build two new car parks 12 stories high to hold 8000 vehicles.  Imagine the traffic from that! 

Welcome to Roger Gray – Federal Liberal Candidate for Banks electorate.  Roger told the meeting that he lives locally in Oatley West and is also a resident with concerns for the community.  Roger volunteered that he has investigated the proposed expansion of Bankstown Airport and seen the Master Plan submitted for public comment (closes in October this year).  The plan includes the extension of the runway, tightening of airfield space corridor, development of commercial properties around airport and relocation of helicopters.  He believes that it would not have much of an impact on our area.  

Kevin Burn
We would like to express our condolences to family and friends of Kevin Burn who passed away recently.  Kevin was the President of the St George Disabilities Association and a tireless worker for the association in this area.

Green Streets Party
For those who expected to see a lizard display, the Excellent Iguanas turned out to be a band which played some excellent mood music on the day.  The LPA stand assisted with collection of old plastic shopping bags from residents by swapping them for reusable Green Streets shopping bags.  Thanks to all those residents who contributed.  Within the 1 and a half hours of the street party a total of 2,300 plastic bags were collected – what a great effort in helping reduce landfill in our environment.  These plastic bags will be recycled.  The Chivers Hill traders also distributed the reusable Green Streets bags instead of giving customers plastic carry bags.  We hope that the Chivers Hill traders will continue to promote conserving our resources and sustaining our local shopping area, one way by encouraging customers to use these reusable bags.  Remember to bring your bag when you shop.  If you did not receive a re-usable bag, please ask for one at IGA Lugarno at your next purchase.

Community Awards 2004
Kevin Greene has invited the LPA to nominate a valued community member and attend the Awards night.  This will be held in the Coastline Dining Room at the Illawarra Catholic Club on  Thursday 28 October at 7.00pm, cost $25.00 per head.  

If you would like to attend this evening, please pay your money to any LPA committee member, Yates Newsagency or Lugarno Hardware by October 11 or at the next LPA meeting.

St George Water Forum

St George Community Water Forum will be on Saturday 16th October at 10am in Frank Sartor’s electorate, at Rockdale Town Hall.  St George residents and businesses will be provided with information on the Government’s Plan for future water supply in the Sydney area.  People will be able to ask questions regarding water restrictions and other initiatives.  The Forum will showcase some of Sydney Water’s water saving initiatives such as AAA-Rated showerheads, and the Rainwater Tank Rebate Program.  The forum marks the first anniversary of Water Restrictions.  Space is limited, so contact Frank Sartor’s office on Ph 9597 1414, or Anna Coltman at Sydney Water Ph 9350 6324 for a Registration Form.  

Dogs
Some residents are concerned about dogs which are not kept on leads when being walked around Lugarno.  This can be a hazard for other walkers, so please be considerate of others.  Note that you can be fined for this offence if you are not in a designated lead free zone.  We have also heard reports of dogs defecating on footpaths and owners not cleaning it up.  This can also attract a fine.  So, “PLEASE PREVENT POOCHES POOPING ON PEOPLE’S PATHS”!

Bike riders beware
We have received reports from shops and residents at Chivers Hill that a number of children are riding hazardously on the shop footpath after school hours.  Could parents please be aware of the large fines and insurance liabilities involved should your child be involved in an accident? Also, consideration should be given to people walking on the footpath.

Maple Street lights

The LPA has to date facilitated concerns from residents regarding traffic and forwarded these to Hurstville Council.  There will be an upcoming Council meeting addressing this issue and we will endeavour to advise when this will occur.  Should you have further concerns, please contact Hurstville Council on Ph 9330 6222.

Need computer training?

Network Computer Centre run by Chad Walsham is a not-for profit training facility providing all ages with relevant training in Computer and Internet technologies.  The classes are conducted at the student’s own pace, in a friendly community environment.  With over 220 satisfied students, these classes have provided skills to many who otherwise would have no exposure to computing technology.

All classes comprise weekly 2 hour sessions over 6 weeks.  Costs range between $70 and $100.  Available courses include general Computers, Microsoft Windows, Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel, and Internet and Email.  The courses are tailored to assist novices and further develop experienced users.

Round 6 courses commence Monday 1st November, at Lugarno Baptist Church.  Please call Chad (02) 9596 1263 for more information.

LPA membership

Please keep your memberships coming in to provide support for your local Progress Association.  Remember that membership gives you the right to vote on important issues at our meetings.

Next meeting

The next meeting will be held on Monday 11 October at 8.00pm in the Anglican Church Hall.  Guest speakers will be Steve Cato of Lugarno P&C Traffic Safety Committee to discuss traffic issues around the school, and our Mayor, Joanne Morris, who was unable to attend last month, has been invited to provide us with information on local issues.

All are welcome to attend.

Next Meeting - Monday 11 October at 8 pm St Stephen’s Church Hall (opposite Allwood Crescent)
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Cheques should be made payable to Lugarno Progress Association.  Please hand this slip with money in an envelope to Yates Newsagency or Lugarno Hardware.  Receipts will be issued.  Your support is appreciated!
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